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1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
IntemationaJ Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis. 1(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



E3 


Box No. 
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Basis of the report 
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Box No. 
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Priority 
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Box No. 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 
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Box No. 


rv 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Box No. 


VI 


Certain documents cited 
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Box No. 


vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


SI 


Box No. 


vni 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The Internationa] Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44bis3(c) and 93bis.l but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule AAbis .2). 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2005/021275 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
[X] the international application in the language in which it was filed 

the translation of the international application into 

translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rule 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 



. which is the language of a 



2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 

| | table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
[~ ] on paper 

[ J in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

| | contained in the international application as filed 

f™| filed together with the international application in electronic form 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 

3. | | In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablets) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2005/021275 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



1-4, 6-14 



1-14 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations: 

Document 1: JP 2003-169243 A (Fuji Photo Film Co., 
Ltd.), 13 June 2003, paragraphs [0030]- 
[0034] , [004 7 ]- [004 8] , [ 005 9 ] - [ 00 61 ] 

Document 2: JP 2004-96623 A (Canon Inc.), 25 March 2004, 
paragraphs [ 0018 ] - [ 002 6 ] , fig. 4 

Document 3: JP 11-308562 A (Minolta Co., Ltd.), 5 

November 1999, paragraphs [0040 ]- [0047 ] , 
f ig . 6 

Document 4: JP 2004-158149 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 3 June 
2004, paragraphs [ 004 1 ] - [ 004 3 ] , [0061] 

Document 5: JP 2004-328074 A (Fuji Photo Film Co., 

Ltd.), 18 November 2004, paragraphs [0022]- 
[0028] , [0033] - [0034] , [004 1 ] - [ 004 2 ] 



The inventions set forth in claims 1 and 2, claim 8 
and 9, and claim 12 do not involve an inventive step in 
the light of document 1 cited in the international search 
report and document 2 cited in the international search 
report. Document 1 discloses a feature wherein, when it 
is detected that an imaging device is connected to an 
external recording device, the image data recorded in a 
recording medium in the aforementioned imaging device are 
transferred to the aforementioned external recording 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2005/021275 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to noveltv, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

device, and a person skilled in the art could easily 
conceive of adding the feature wherein image data 
corresponding to images captured by an imaging device are 
recorded in an external recording device while the 
imaging device is connected to the external recording 
device, disclosed in document 2, to the imaging device 
disclosed in document 1 . 

The inventions set forth in claims 3 and 4, claim 
10, and claim 13 do not involve an inventive step in the 
light of document 1 and document 3 cited in the 
international search report. A person skilled in the art 
could easily conceive of adding the feature wherein, 
based on the size of image data and the available 
capacity of a recording medium in an imaging device, a 
determination is made as to whether or not the image data 
can be recorded in the recording medium, and when it is 
determined that the image data can be recorded in the 
recording medium in the imaging device, the 
aforementioned image data are recorded in the 
aforementioned recording medium, regardless of whether or 
not the imaging device is connected to an external 
recording device, and when it is determined that the 
image data cannot be recorded in the recording medium, 
the image data are transferred to an external recording 
device, disclosed in document 3, to the imaging device 
disclosed in document 1. 



The invention set forth in claim 6 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 2 and document 
1 . A person skilled in the art could easily conceive of 
adding the feature wherein, when it is detected that an 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

imaging device is connected to an external recording 
device, the image data recorded in a recording medium in 
the aforementioned imaging device are transferred to the 
aforementioned external recording device, disclosed in 
document 1, to the external recording device disclosed in 
document 2. 



The inventions set forth in claims 7 , 11, and 14 do 
not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 
and 2 and document 4 . A person skilled in the art could 
easily conceive of adding the feature wherein the 
rotational speed of a disk medium is reduced when a voice 
is recorded thereon, disclosed in document 4, to the 
external recording device disclosed in document 2. 



The invention set forth in claim 5 is not disclosed 
in any of the documents cited in the international search 
report, nor would it be obvious to a person skilled in 
the art . 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 




Box No. VIII 



Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 



Claim 5 states that "when, while recording the 
aforementioned image data in the aforementioned recording 
medium with a specified file name, the aforementioned 
imaging device is connected via the aforementioned 
connecting means to the aforementioned external recording 
device,... [the data] are recorded in the aforementioned 
external recording device using a different file name," 
but claim 4, to which claim 5 refers, states that "when 
the aforementioned determining means determines that the 
aforementioned image data can be recorded in the 
aforementioned recording medium, the aforementioned image 
data are recorded in the aforementioned recording medium 
regardless of whether or not the aforementioned imaging 
device is connected via the aforementioned connecting 
means to the aforementioned external recording device, " 
and thus, it is unclear whether image data will be 
recorded in the recording medium or in an external 
recording device when the imaging device is connected to 
an external recording device and it is determined that 
the image data can be recorded in the recording medium. 
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